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Upcoming tournaments 
 

Portsmouth Open 
Jan. 16-17, Holiday Inn Portsmouth  
A NH Grand Prix Event. 
In 2 Sections Open: 5SS, GAME/110 + 10 Sec., FIDE rated.  
U1750: 5SS, GAME/110 + 10 Sec.  
EF: $50 in advance, $55 at site. Reg: Registration 9:00-9:45.  
Advance entries must be postmarked by 1/09/2010. 
Rds: 10-2:30-7, 9:30-2 
INFO: Alex Relyea relyea@operamail.com. 
 
 
 
 

 

As volunteers for the New Hampshire Chess Association, we invite you to join 
us in promoting chess in New Hampshire by helping to run a tournament or a 
chess club.  Contact any member of the NHCA board on next page or Vince 
Bradley, the scholastics coordinator, at vbradleychess@gmail.com. 

Sign up to receive emailed announcements scholastic tournaments by contacting 
vbradleychess@gmail.com. 
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NH Chess Association 
  
Officers  
 
President:  John Elmore 
2 Birch Drive, Hampton Falls, NH 03844 
Tel:  603.918.0386 
E-mail:  johnpelmore@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President:  Kerry McDermott 
12 Monroe St., Dover, NH 03820 
Tel:  603.749.1660 
E-mail:  kwmcdermott@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer:  Robert Messenger 
4 Hamlet Dr. Apt. 12, Nashua, NH 03062 
Tel:  603.891.2484 
E-mail:  bob.messenger@worldnet.att.net 
 
Secretary:  Hal Terrie 
377 Huse Rd. #23, Manchester, NH 03103 
Tel:  603.668.8368 
E-mail:  halterrie@comcast.net 
 
USCF Delegate:  Hal Terrie 
USCF 1st Alternate:  John Elmore 
 

Committees 
 
Scholastics:  Vince Bradley 
Tournament:  Bob Messenger, Hal Terrie 
Publication:  Editors:  Chuck Grau 
(cgrau@comcast.net), Lynn Friedel 
By-Laws:  John Elmore, Chuck Grau 
Publicity:  Lynn Friedel 
Webpage:  Max Sewell 
Adult Clubs:  Nate Smith 

 
 
 
 
Directors 
 
Alex Reylea   Doug Decker   
Art Learnard      Lynn Friedel 
Walt Duncan Chuck Grau 
Nate Smith Vince Bradley 
 

 

Membership 
 

Adult:  $8.00 per year 
Junior:  $6.00 per year 
Family:  1st family member is an adult 
membership, all others are $2.00 per family 
member and does not include the journal. 

Club:  $40 entitles all club members who 
attend an NHCA tournament to an NHCA 
membership for 11 months. 

Out-of-state Subscription:  For $8.00 per 
year any person residing within the 
continental US receives the NHCJ. 
Send Memberships with check payable to 
NHCA, to Hal Terrie, 377 Huse Rd, #23, 
Manchester, NH 03103.  Membership 
includes one year subscription to NH CHESS 

JOURNAL.  
 
Membership form on back cover… 
 

 
 

www.nhchess.org
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Vince Bradley Becomes New Scholastic Coordinator 
by Doug Decker 

 
Vince Bradley, a long-time scholastics volunteer, coach, and tournament director is the 

new scholastics coordinator, taking over for Mike Sullivan, who has served the New Hampshire 
Chess Association for the past three years.  Bradley has worked as a paraprofessional for the past 
ten years at the Wells Memorial School in Harrisville, in southwest New Hampshire east of 
Keene.  Vince has been coaching since 2001 and running tournaments, including his annual 
February Freeze and Wacky May scholastics tournaments, since 2003 with his co-director, Tom 
Cassar.    

As the new scholastic coordinator, Vince plans for a full schedule of tournaments every 
other weekend throughout the state.  He wants to get more adults in the schools and more 
tournament directors.  “It’s not difficult to host or run a tournament,” says Bradley, who believes 
that more adults would help out if they believed this.  Bradley wants to see more kids play in 
adult tournaments, possibly by having a scholastic section of an adult tournament or a scholastic 
tournament at an adult tournament, where kids could get to see serious chess.  Vince wants to get 
chess into the mainstream by having more news coverage, and to “make chess a little cooler 
again.”    

 

 
 

Bradley’s school, Wells Memorial, has only 45 students from kindergarten to sixth grade, 
and his club last year consisted of six to ten kindergarteners and first graders.  Vince and Tom 
have designed a program for their novices, which naturally includes direct instruction and 
making sure the players play legal moves during skittles.  The coaches will also play a game, 
thinking aloud about why they’re making each move and not making others.  Sometimes, they’ll 
have the students play Monster Pawn, whereby each side starts with only three or four pawns on 
each side with no kings and plays from there.  Monster Pawn teaches good pawn structure.   
 Bradley expounds on the values of learning chess.  “Chess teaches critical thinking, 
concentration, sportsmanship, and connections to life skills,” says Bradley.  “You don’t always 
need to capture a piece just because you can.  When you’re on the playground, and someone is 
pushing you, you don’t have to push back; just go somewhere else.”   
 If you are an adult who would like to help kids learn chess and these skills, please contact 
out new scholastics coordinator, Vince Bradley, at vbradleychess@gmail.com. 
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2009 NH Scholastic Team Championships 
 
No.  Name Rating 1 2 3 4 Score 
 
High School Section 
 1.  Tales Told Tall East (3) 1114   W2,2.5  D3,2.0  W4,4.0  D2,2.0 3.0 
 2.  Tales Told Tall West (1) 1243   L1,1.5   -B-,4.0  W3,3.0  D1,2.0 2.5 
 3.  Amherst King Bishops (2) 1184   W5,4.0  D1,2.0   L2,1.0  W4,4.0 2.5 
 4.  Salem High #1 (4) 661   -B-,4.0  W5,3.0  L1,0.0   L3,0.0 2.0 
 5.  Salem High #2 (5) nnnn  L3,0.0  L4,1.0   -B-,4.0  -N-,0.0   1.0 
 
Junior High Section 
 1.  Raymond Fischer Cats (1) 1237  W5,4.0   W2,4.0  W3,4.0  W4,4.0   4.0 
 2.  Domination (2) 728  W3,3.0  L1,0.0   W4,2.5  -B-,4.0   3.0 
 3.  District Attorneys (4) 521   L2,1.0  -B-,4.0 L1,0.0  W5,2.5   2.0 
 4.  We Don't Have a Name (5) 303  -B-,4.0  W5,3.0   L2,1.5   L1,0.0 2.0 
 5.  Profile Jr/Sr High School (3)   567   L1,0.0   L4,1.0   -B-,4.0   L3,1.5 1.0 
 
Elementary Section 
 1.  Amherst King Bishops A (1)   659   W4,4.0   W2,3.0   W3,4.0  W7,4.0 4.0 
 2.  Oyster River Champions (3)  444   W7,2.5  L1,1.0   W4,3.5  W5,3.0 3.0 
 3.  Amherst King Bishops B (7)   230   -B-,4.0  D5,2.0   L1,0.0  W6,3.0 2.5 
 4.  Bulls in China Shop (4) 406 L1,0.0  W6,3.5 L2,0.5   -B-,4.0   2.0 
 5.  Ray School Kings (2) 524 D6,2.0  D3,2.0 D7,2.0 L2,1.0 1.5 
 6.  Lafayette Chessnuts (5) 334 D5,2.0  L4,0.5 -B-,4.0 L3,1.0 1.5 
 7.  Four Stooges (6) 326 L2,1.5  -B-,4.0 D5,2.0 L1,0.0 1.5 

 
 
Tournament Director Summary, 2009 Scholastic Individuals 

by John Elmore 
 

The scholastic individuals were held in April in Amherst.  We drew 74 players, a number 
lower than we enjoyed in years past, but a number superior to the 64 players we drew last year. 

I'd like to congratulate our new scholastic champions, all of whom won their sections 
outright.  Cameron Burger, despite not being the highest rated player in his section, successfully 
defended his high school championship title and remains champion for another year.  Kevin Ma, 
this year's junior high section winner was the highest rated player in his section.  The elementary 
section was won by Jeremiah Boulter, and the primary section was won by Caleb Currier.  All 
four winners won with perfect scores. 
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NH State Scholastic Individuals Champs          
 

             Name Rating Score 1 2 3 4 
             

High School Section       

1.   CAMERON BURGER  1470  4  W  10  W  7  W  6  W  3 
2.   MICHAEL MC GRATH  1603  3  W   8  L   3  W  10  W   6 
3.   BLAKE GENDRON  1442  3  W  11  W   2  W   5  L   1 
4.   GERALD POTORSKI  1460  2.5  W   5  L   6  D   8  W   7 
5.   HARRISON MORAN  1564  2  L   4  W   9  L   3  W   8 
6.   TIMOTHY CHEVALIER  1538  2  W   9  W   4  L   1  L   2 
7.   RICHARD NGO  909  2  B   0  L   1  W   9  L   4 
8.   AVARY BELL  991  1.5  L   2  W  11  D   4  L   5 
9.   NATHAN KOOCHER  995  1  L   6  L   5  L   7  W  11 
10.  URIAH BROWN  974  1  L   1  B   0  L   2  U   0 
11.  LIAM MURPHY  849  1  L   3  L   8  B   0  L   9 
             

Junior High Section       

1.   KEVIN MA  1841  4  W7  W4  W3  W2 
2.   CAMERON CURRIER  1638  3  W  12  W  10  W   6  L   1 
3.   GRIFFEN MOOERS  1336  3  W  18  W   9  L   1  W  10 
4.   ETHAN BOULTER  973  3  W  14  L   1  W   5  W  12 
5.   BEN MCCONNELL  990  3  W  19  W   8  L   4  W  11 
6.   SKYLER LUCE  1114  2.5  W  17  W  11  L   2  D   7 
7.   MICHAEL OVERY  796  2.5  L   1  W  16  W  13  D   6 
8.   ANTHONY BRANCO  623  2.5  W  21  L   5  D  16  W  15 
9.   JOSHUA UTTERBACK  962  2  W  15  L   3  L  12  W  16 
10.  SEAN MCGRATH  851  2  W  20  L   2  W  18  L   3 
11.  EVAN SUPRENANT  782  2  W  13  L   6  W  19  L   5 
12.  JESSE L HAYES  645  2  L   2  W  20  W   9  L   4 
13.  JAVEN MORSE  UNR  2  L  11  W  17  L   7  W  18 
14.  WILLIAM F SHEA  335  2  L   4  L  18  W  21  W  19 
15.  RYAN J BOYDEN  243  2  L   9  B   0  W  17  L   8 
16.  JUSTIN M JOZOKOS  258  1.5  B   0  L   7  D   8  L   9 
17.  MATTHEW J SPURR  485  1  L   6  L  13  L  15  B   0 
18.  KODY S FERREIRA  405  1  L   3  W  14  L  10  L  13 
19.  CHARLIE R SPURR  376  1  L   5  W  21  L  11  L  14 
20.  SARAH UTTERBACK  311  1  L  10  L  12  B   0  L  21 
21.  LEE CAMERON SMITH  101  1  L   8  L  19  L  14  W  20 
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Individuals Champs continued …          
       Name Rating Score 1 2 3 4 
 
Elementary Section       

1.   JEREMIAH BOULTER  1196  4  W18  W14  W5  W6 
2.   DAVID LONG  1352  3.5  W  22  W  12  W  11  D   3 
3.   NICK MCCONNELL  938  3.5  W  23  W   7  W   8  D   2 
4.   TERRAN B CAMPBELL  1077  3  W  24  W  16  L   6  W  14 
5.   JACOB MITCHELL  826  3  W  31  W  17  L   1  W  16 
6.   JENNY MA  715  3  W  28  W  20  W   4  L   1 
7.   MASON YOUNG  695  3  W  29  L   3  W  27  W  11 
8.   JOSHUA D CAMPBELL  710  3  W  32  W  27  L   3  W  20 
9.   ALDEN I MINARD  677  3  L  20  W  28  W  24  W  15 
10.  ARTHUR TANG  557  3  L  11  W  21  W  22  W  12 
11.  JAMIE SEGEE‐WRIGHT  933  2  W  10  W  15  L   2  L   7 
12.  GEORGE CARLSON  823  2  W  26  L   2  W  18  L  10 
13.  SAMUEL GEIGER  830  2  L  17  W  31  L  15  W  26 
14.  JEFFREY BOITNOTT  696  2  W  21  L   1  W  17  L   4 
15.  FRANCES DARNALL  580  2  W  19  L  11  W  13  L   9 
16.  NICHOLAS D PAYNE  612  2  W  30  L   4  W  23  L   5 
17.  CHANDLER M RHEAULT  465  2  W  13  L   5  L  14  W  23 
18.  MATTHEW COPPOLA  491  2  L   1  W  32  L  12  W  27 
19.  ISIAH BLAIR  UNR  2  L  15  D  22  D  31  W  24 
20.  CHARLES HARDY  101  2  W   9  L   6  W  25  L   8 
21.  ANDREW S GAUMONT  147  2  L  14  L  10  W  32  W  25 
22.  ELIZABETH DARNALL  590  1.5  L   2  D  19  L  10  W  28 
23.  ANDREW WINTER  438  1  L   3  W  26  L  16  L  17 
24.  PATRICK J GENDRON  464  1  L   4  W  30  L   9  L  19 
25.  REILLY LAWN  586  1  L  27  W  29  L  20  L  21 
26.  TONY CELENTANO  UNR  1  L  12  L  23  W  29  L  13 
27.  KEVIN WHELAN  242  1  W  25  L   8  L   7  L  18 
28.  ETHAN MACGREGOR  195  1  L   6  L   9  W  30  L  22 
29.  ALEX KIVIKOSKI  UNR  1  L   7  L  25  L  26  W  31 
30.  KYLE J ANDERSON  UNR  1  L  16  L  24  L  28  W  32 
31.  CODY STEELE  260  0.5  L   5  L  13  D  19  L  29 
32.  ZACHARY J JUKOSKI  UNR  0  L   8  L  18  L  21  L  30 
             

Primary Section       

1.   CALEB CURRIER  1247  4  W  4  W  2  W  3  W  5 
2.   TOMMY DARNALL  536  3  W   5  L   1  W   9  W   4 
3.   ANDREW CURRIER  500  3  W   6  W   7  L   1  W   8 
4.   LIAM EARLEY  374  2  L   1  W   8  W   7  L   2 
5.   ELI J YOUNG  343  2  L   2  W   6  W   8  L   1 
6.   WILL RUSSO  UNR  2  L   3  L   5  W  10  W   9 
7.   WILL DARNALL  139  2  W   9  L   3  L   4  W  10 
8.   MATTHEW J MCCONNELL  109  1  W  10  L   4  L   5  L   3 
9.   GEOFFREY R SMITH  UNR  1  L   7  W  10  L   2  L   6 
10. JOE E MORRELL  UNR  0  L   8  L   9  L   6  L   7 
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Amherst Shines in Scholastic Championship Tournaments 
by Dave McGrath 

 
Amherst's scholastic chess players won three  State Champion honors at the 2009 New 

Hampshire Scholastic Chess Team and Individual championship tournaments.  The 1st place 
finishes brought the Amherst King Bishops chess club's title count to 16 since 2003, and include 
an incredible run of seven consecutive years of winning at least one state championship.  
      At Pelham Elementary School on March 21st , Amherst's Primary and Elementary 
teams earned the 1st place trophies in their respective divisions of the tournament.  Amherst 
home school brothers Tommy and Will Darnall, together with Wilkins School students Liam 
Earley and Eli Young arrived in Pelham only to find they were the only (Kindergarten to 3rd 
grade) Primary Team entered. They were thus instantly crowned as Primary Team 
champions and were asked to "play up" in the Elementary (4th-6th grade)  section.  As if 
to demonstate they would have won the Primary Team state title no matter how many teams 
were entered, they  proceeded to finish an amazing 3rd, competing in the upper division against 
older players!  Their only lost match was to their own friends and family on the Amherst King 
Bishops Elementary Team . The Elementary team of Wilkins School  4th graders George 
Carlson and Mason Young, together with 5th grade home school twins Frances and Elizabeth 
Darnall were near perfect, winning  15 of their 16  individual games on their way to a 4-0 match 
score and 1st place finish. Amherst nearly went 3 for 3 at the event as its High School team of 
Mike McGrath, Cameron Burger, Liam Murphy and Sean McGrath finished in 2nd place in a 
very competitive 5 team battle. 
  On April 4th, Amherst Middle School was host to the New Hampshire Scholastic Chess 
Individual Championships, where 74 of the best players in the state fought for ten top honors in 
four sections (Primary, Elementary, Jr. High and High School ).  Amherst chess players took 
four of the top six trophies in the Primary section.  Tommy Darnall finished 2nd, and Liam 
Earley, Eli Young and Will Darnall finished 4th, 5th and 6th respectively.  Home school brothers 
Caleb and Andrew Currier of Raymond finished 1st and 3rd in the section. Mason Young of 
Amherst took home the 7th place  trophy in the  very competitive 32-player Elementary section 
and Mike McGrath finished 3rd in the High School division. 
      Cameron Burger, a Souhegan High School Junior, successfully defended the New 
Hampshire High School Champion Title that he earned last year by winning all four of his games 
at the tournament.  This win was his 4th state individual title and 7th overall as he has helped 
three Amherst teams to state championships as well.  Cameron represented the state of New 
Hampshire at the Arnold Denker National  High School Championship Tournament in 
Indianappolis in August. 
      Congratulations to all of our chess players and to the many Amherst scholastic chess 
mentors who have helped them to learn and enjoy the king of games.  The Amherst Recreation 
Department's Diana Jones was instrumental in bringing the State Championship tournament to 
Amherst.  Special thanks also are due to Mary McGrath, Patty Grady, Patrick Murphy, Mike 
McGrath, Liam Murphy and the staff of the Amherst Middle School and Amherst Town Library. 
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Text Box
Pages 23 & 24, Where to Play in NH!, do not appear in the online version. Please see the link in the NH Chess Association's home page for the most up-to-date information.
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